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Ty every thing there is a Seaſon, and a Time to | 
every Purpoſe under Heaven. | 


S the natural man receiveth not the things of 
A the ſpirit of God, fo the carnal mind is en- 
mity againſt God; *'tis not ſubje& to him; 
deſpiſeth his government, rejecteth all his counſel, and 
will have none of his reproof. This enmity mani- | 
feſis itfelf in various forms, and in general, by turn- * 
ng every bleſſing into a curſe; rejecting the word of 
God, fo that the ſame word which was intended to 
be the favour of life, proves the ſavour of death. 
dometimes the Word of Truth is ridiculed, made | 
he ſubject of dull and prophane wit, or a variety of 
objections are found againſt it, to invalidate the force 
ad evidence which the painful truth will impart 
o ſuch as follow their own imaginations. Many g 
attempts have been made to pervert the Oracles of f 
ruth, in order to catch at ſome pretence to keep 
ner unruly appetites in countenance. Hence it is 
at ſome would juſtify unholy anger, becauſe that 
lion is ſometimes aſcribed to God; and becauſe 
bur Saviour is faid to have bed upon them with 
Ager, being grieved with the _ of their 
"arts; and becauſe St. Paul ſays, + Be ye angry 
ind fin not; ſo even uncleanneſs and lies have ſought 
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a refuge in the Scriptures of Truth and Purity, 
In like manner, vain, empty ſports and paſtimes 
have pleaded this chapter in their behalf, as if it 
were to contradict all the bible befides. For, talk 
to the vain ſporters and pleaſure-takers, the card- 
players, the horſe-racers, the frequenters of play- 
houſes, and vain aſſemblies, the tavern hunters, and MW | 
the alehouſe ſots, the vain talkers, and idle ſong ſingers; W : 
1 ſay, ſpeak to theſe, and warn them to flee from t 
the wrath to come; to ſeek the Lord while he may » 
be found, they will ufually return you this imperti- 

nent anſwer, Solomon ſays, There is a. time for all h. 
things, What drunkard, lyar, thief or unclean in 
wretch may not plead the fame? My deſign is to af 
attempt reſcuing this paſſage cat of the hands of fo 
Scripture, as well as T'ime-murderers. One thing co 
more may be premiſed, and that is, the frame and} to 
ſtructure of this Book is of the Dialogue kind, and] to 
as is ſuppofed; betwixt a Peliever and an Infidel for 
though expreſſed in very dark forms of ſpecch ; lll - 
that to form a proper judgment of the meaning ſon 
we muſt conſider the character of the ſpeakers, which 2», 
will be a key to what is ſaid. In diſcourſing from 5/0 


the words, I ſhall endeavour, and 
ourt 

Fir, Jo conſider that there is a Time or Seas a 
fon for every lawful and neceffary Purpoie. mer 
$:condly, How we may make the beſt uſe of “ 777 
ſame ? loffe: 
verb; 


1. In time God made the world, and all thilWFany « 
therein: he ſpake and it was done, he command tim 
and it food faſt; upon which he morning for 
ang together, and the Sons of God ſhouted for Wetire 
He hath made every thing beautiful in its fealWnjo 
well calculated to anſwer the defign of its creat wo 
to wit, Ihe honour of the Creator, and the for e 


fort and happineſs of the Creature; ſo that hort 
Heavens declare the glory of God, and. the Fir 
NM 
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ment ſheweth his handywork, If we turn our grate- 
ful eyes to the earth, we ſee it arrayed in its rich 
attire, and filled with its Creator's bounty; ſo is 
the great and wide fea, in which are things creep- 
ing, both ſmall and great, of all ſorts innumerable, 
and all for the ſervice of man. The alternative ſea- 
WW fons of the year, and the various produce thereof, 
, are replete with bleſſings to the needy ſons of men; 
1} to ſupply our wants, and raiſe our gratitude to the 
great Author of all our mercies. 
1 2. Man, whom he hath ſet over the works of his 
hands, having failed, and involved all in ruin, God 
min the fulnels of time undertook his redemption, 
to aſſuming his nature, ſuffered in his ſtead, the uſt 
oi for the unjuſt, to bring him out of captivity. In 
nz conſequence of this redemption, the ſpirit is given 
to help our infirmities; to enlighten our dark minds ; 
to ſoften our hard hearts; to quicken our dead 
louls, and to guide us into all truth. 

3. That gracious God gives us a time and a ſea- 
ſon for all the civil 3 of life: a time to ſow, 
and a time to reap; a time to plant, and a time 10 
pluck up that which is planted; a time to build up, 
and a time to pull down; a time to weep, either for 
ourſelves, or to ſhed the ſympathetic tear with ſuch 
as are in diſtreſs; à time to rejoce, either in God's 
mercies to us, or ſuch as we are acquainted with; 
of 0 ® time to mourn over our own follies and weakneſs, 

loſſes or croſſes; a time ty dance, a kind of a pro- 
verbial phraſe, to ſhew joy and gladneſs, expreſſed by 
thinFYJany outward fign which is lawful. In ſhort, there is 
atime for labour and toil; for relaxation and repoſe; 
or familiar and uſeful converſation; for ſilence and 


far retirement, for poſſeiſing or embracing any lawful 

ſcalF&joyment, and alſo for giving it up again; and, in 

eat word, a time to be born, and a time to die; and 
9 . 

ie or every lawful and honourable purpoſe during that 


hort ſpace, ſo that if that time is not uſed lawfully, 
A 3 WO. 


9. 


we ole the valuable end for which it is committed vo 
our truſt, as a talent lent us for a ſmall ſeaſon. 

4. Bur if there is a time and a ſeaſon for every 
civil purpoſe, much more ſo for thoſe things which 
are of an eternal nature. REPENTANCE is a work: 
of time, ſecing there is no repentance in the grave. 
whither thou goeſt. And tho' we cannot repent of 
ourſelves, yet Chriſt is exalted to be a. Prince and a 
Saviour to give that godly ſorrow, that broken and. 
contrite heart which is a ſacrifice acceptable to God.* 
Now genuine repentance is not a little temporary 
forrow, but a confeſſing and a forſaking of fin, that 


we may obtain mercy. 1 All need this repentance; 


tor all have ſinned, and the Almighty calls every 
man to repent, and without it we muſt inevitably 
periſh. I preſume, the true penitent finds little time 
or. inclination for either trifling mirth or the laughter 
ot fools, which is like the crackling of thorns under 
a pot. The time paſt more than ſuffices to have 
wrought the will of the fleſh,. and the eager deſire is 
to be renewed: in the ſpirit of their mind. 

5. FAITH in the Lord JIEsus is the buſineſs of 
time, and a ſeaſon is granted to every one who hears, 
or may hear his name held forth for life and ſalvation. 
Without faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God; for he 
that believeth not cannot ſee life, for the wrath of 
God abideth on him. He that believeth, ſets to his 
{eal that God is true; he that believeth not, makes 
(30d a liar; ſo horrible, ſo daring a thing is unbe- 
lief. A man is not born a believer, nor is he made 
ſuch by baptiſm, a miſtake, which I fear deceives 
many, and which hath occaſioned many to lay that 
ordinance aſide, ſeeing ſo little true religion either in 
the baptizers, or in the baptized, that both the one 
and the other, and the thing itſelf, are too often 
abominable. Nor is joining any particular fect, in 
this age of parties, the faith of the goſpel, though 


Pſal. li. 17.—1 Prov, xv. 13. 
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too much ſtreſs is laid upon that, as well as peculiar 
tenets. I he fhort of the matter is, the poor ſinner 
1s ſenſible that he is a ſinner, and as a ſinner, he en- 
quires how he _ eſcape the damnation of hell. 
He is pointed to jJefus, bearing his ſins and carrying 
his ſorrows, and hearing the report, he cordially em- 
braces the fame, and with his heart he beheveth unto ' 
righteouſneſs, and reſts his whole ſoul upen the 
atonement made by the blood of an incarnate- God. 
This is the faith of God's elect, and which juſtifies - 
the ungodly ; unites the Sinner to the Saviour, and - 
gives eaſe to the bleeding conſcience. Now we can 
neither hear nor read any thing of this faith in the 
world of ſpirits: Oh! no; every thing there is rea- 
lized ; what is now believed and hoped for, will then 
be fully enjoyed; every dark veil being rent from the 
top to the bottom, and all the glories of the king 
dom of heaven unfolded for ever. Now is the time, 
the accepted time, to believe to free ſalvation ; as 
tuch, delay not, put it not off for one moment, leſt 
all be gone and. loſt for ever ! 

6. HoLINEõs in all its branches is a qualification 
indiſpenſably neceſſary ; for without it there is no en- 
tering the kingdom; and there is a time and a ſeaſon 
for obtaining this unſpeakable bleſſing. - The greater 
part of you know that holineſs does. not conſiſt in 
a few empty ceremonies; nor a ſett of ſentiments, 
nor any outſide formalities... O] no; tis the hidden 
man of the heart; tis the mind of Chriſt ; the king- 
dom of- God fixed within; and that kingdom is not 
meat and drink, but righteouſneſs, peace and joy in 
the Holy Ghoft. In this bleſſed compoſition, hu- 
mility muſt take a leading caſt ; for God reſiſteth the 
proud, but giveth grace to the humble; and though 
heaven be his throne, and the earth his footſtool, yet 
to that man will he look that is poor, and of a contrite 
ſpirit, and which trembleth at his word,* O yes! 
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Blefſed are the poor in ſpirit, for theirs is the kingdom. 
Love is another eſſential ingredient in this heavenly 
texture, and of ſuch conſequence, that there is nei- 
ther holineſs nor happineſs without it. Very excel. 
lent things have been ſaid of love. It is the firſt and 
great command; *tis the end of the command out of 
a pure heart; it is the fulfilling of the law. It ſuffers 
long, and is kind; doth not behave itſelf unſeemly ; 
ſeeketh not its own ; hopeth all things ; endureth all 
things, and never faileth. In a word, God is Love, 
and he that dwelleth in Love, dwelleth in God, and 
God in him. 

But as we are in a world of fallen creatures, we al- 
ways need patience; not only with our enemies, and 
mankind in general, but even with our neareſt and 
deareſt friends, even with thoſe of our own houſe- 
hold. Equally neceſſary is reſignation; for a wiſe 
and a gracious God may, in the courſe of his provi- 
dence, be pleaſed to try us with wholeſome and ne- 
ceſſary croſſes, as he did ſeveral of his erainent ſervants 
in the days of old, and in every calamity it is our 
duty, nay it is our privilege to ſay, thy ill be done. 
It is the Lord, let him ds what ſeemeth him good. 
Let your humility, love, patience and reſignation 
flame out in a holy zeal for the honour of God, and 
the good of our fellow ſinners. But let it be the pure 
flame of love, and ſweetly tempered with judgment. 
Let there be-nothing of that foaming rage, which has 
too often uſurped the venerable name of zeal, to the 
utter deſtruction of all that were the objects of its 
diſpleaſure. With theſe precautions let it flame out 
with unabating ardor, ſo ſhall it be a pure fragrance 
unto God, and like the cheering rays of the fun 
after refreſhing rain. In the mean time, let not ſin- 
cerity be wanting, ſeeing that gives due value to the 
whole, and renders it ſterling grace in the ſight of God 
and man. For take this out of the compoſition, and 
the whole is mere droſs, baſe metal, and can never pals 
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There was no guile in the mouth of Jeſus, neither” 
muſt there be any in his followers. & It was matter 
of rejoicing to the Apoſtle, to wit, the te/timony of his 
conſcience, that in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity, not by 
Hlefhly wiſdom, but by the grace of God, he had his con- 
verſation in the world. * Perhaps it was a jealouſy 
from that quarter which made the Pſalmiſt cry out, 
Search me, O God, and know my heart; try me and 
know my thoughts, and ſee if there be any wicked way 
in me, and lead me in the way everlaſting. + 

7. Now if this light is within, it muſt and will 
blaze out, its fruits will appear, there will be times 
and ſeaſons for the ſame. For the good man Who 
delights himſelf in the law of the Lord, is like the tree 
planted by the rivers of water, which bringeth forth 
Fruit in his ſeaſon. The tree will be known by the 
fruit, and the fountain may be judged of by the 
ſtream. Ihe good man out of the goodttreafure of - 
tus heart bringeth forth that which is good; but 
the evil man out of the evil treaſure of his heart 
bringeth forth that which is evil; ſo that it is highly 
neceſſary that the tree ſhould be made good before 
the fruit can be ſuch ; and pleaſe to obſerve, hat a 
man fows that ſhall he alſo reap; for it will ever: 
hold good, that he which ſows to the fleſh ſhall of the 
Meſh reaps corruption ;- and. he that ſoweth to the 
ſpirit reap: everlaſting life. i. 

8. Thus. 4225 hs Yd Lond and Judge of 
the world grant unto man, in this his ſtate of pro- 
bation and trial, a time and a ſeaſon to every law- 
ful and valuable purpoſe, far all the civil actions of 
life, and for ſuch as are of a moral nature; ſo will 
he be juſt when he judgeth, and clear when he con- 
demneth. But as man is not a mere machine, and 
as he is made a rational creature, and through the 
offering of JEsUs on the CRoss, a liberty of chuſing 
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or refuſing is granted him; he may, and too often 
does, abuſe this precious part of his talent, fo that in 
the time allotted him for labouring honeſtly, he-may 
be ſtealing wickedly; and when he ſhould be ſpeak- 
ing the truth, he may be lying; and inſtead of being 
chaſte, he or ſhe may be impure; inſtead of doing 
the Lord's work, on the Lord's day, he may ſpend 
it in doing his own pleaſure, doing his own works, 
ſpeaking his own words, or thinking his own 
thoughts: Alfo, inſtead of reading the bible, he may 
be reading novels, romances, or the vile rubbiſh of 
the ſtage, that ſink of infidelity; inſtead of being ſolid 
and ſerious, like a rational creature, he may be 
trifling and impertinent like a fool; in a word, in- 
ſtead of repentance there may be impenitence ; in- 
ſtead of faith there may be God-diſhonouring un- 
belief; and inſtead of holineſs, without which none 
ſhall fee the Lord, there may remain fin and filth ; 
and then this muſt they have at God's hands, viz. 
to lie down in ſorrow and angu:fh.* I herefore let 
all the trifling, half-thinking wits take notice, that. 
if they are anſwering the end of their creation, they 
would find no time for trifling and diſſipation, folly, 
levity and nonſenſe; and however merry they may 
make themſelves with the words. of Solomon or the 
infidel whom he introduces, let them conſider, and 
ponder it well, there is a time coming when he that 
is filthy ſhall be filthy ſtill, and he which dies un- 
holy muſt remain ſuch for evermore; f ſo that 
when it is too late they may exclaim in unknown 
anguiſh, the harveſt is paſt, the ſummer is ended and 
we are not ſaved. 


IE. SEEING theſe things are fo, it is high time to 
enquire how this time, this ſeaſon, which is granted 
us for every good and valuable end, may be im- 
proved? How may we gather up all the precious 
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fragments, ſo that nothing may be loſt! He that 
hath an ear to hear, let him hear, and conſider, 

I. WE are accountable to God for that precious 
talent which he hath committed to us, for ſuch va- 
luable ends as have been mentioned; ends worth 
of a God, and neceſſary to be attended to by all 
his creatures. He is the divine law giver and moral 
governor of the univerſe, and to him all are ac- 
countable; for he is ſure to bring, not only things 
known and viſible, but every ſecret work into judg- 
ment, whether it be good, or whether it be evil. 
The longer, therefore, our. ſpace, and the greater 
our opportunities are, the greater is the account, 
ſeeing not a moment can paſs without being ſurv 
by thoſe eyes which are in every place beholding the 
evil and the good.* 

2. CoNnsIDER how much and important the work 
which is to be done in time is. Such a revolution 
muſt take place in the ſoul of man, as is called 
paſſing from death unto life, and being quickened, 
who before were dead in treſpaſſes and fins; a being 
tranſlated out of the kingdom of darkneſs, into the 
kingdom of God's dear Son. What clouds of dark- 
neſs to be expelled from the underſtanding! What 
fetters of unbelief to be knocked off ! What deadly 
rubbiſh of worldly-mindedneſs to be cleared away 
A hard heart to be ſoftened, and a carnal mind to be 
entirely ſubdued unto the will of God, and the ſoul 
made a habitation of God through the ſpirit, that 
the may be made a meet partaker of the inheritance 
of the faints in life. This life divine we are called 
daily to manifeſt, in ſpirit, in converſation ; by the 
word of God, by the armour of righteouſneſs on the 
right hand and on the left; watching all opportunities 
to do good to the ſouls and bodies of mankind, and 
ſo glorify God in our bodies and our fpirits, which 
are his, Thus are we called to believe in and love 
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me Lord, to fight and conquer in time, that we may 
de more than conquerers throug heternity.+ 
3. CoNnSIDER the ſhortneſs of time. All the 
:pleaſure reſulting from the things of this life, admit- 
ting they are innocent and lawful, yet they are but 
pleaſures for a ſeaſon; and no ſooner do we begin to 
taſte them, but they are gone, and leave us diſcon- 
folate behind. "The poſſeſſion of health and wealth 
is but for a moment; .the enjoyment of our friends, 
tis like a gueſt which tarrieth but for a night. Hiſ. 
tory gives us an amazing inſight into this. How 
ſoon can we run over the annals of many genera- 
tions? The loud clamour, noiſe and uproar of a few 
elevated worms, filling the world with miſchief and 
calamities, how ſoon is it filenced ? and millions 
there are in the world who never ſo much as heard N 
their names. The glory of Babylon made a great 0 
figure in ancient hiſtory; her walls, her gates of 4 
braſs, towers, palaces, temples and hanging gardens, 
ſo as to be called one of the ſeven wonders of the | 
world; the work of mighty monarchs and con- 
-quering princes, aſſiſted by all the wealth and cunning 
art in the world. Where is ſhe now? What fays 
the prophet? Wild beaſts of the oyery ſhall lie there; 4 
and their houſes ſhall be full of doleful creatures, and * 
owls ſhall dwell there, and ſatyrs ſhall dance there. ih 
And the wild beaſts of the iflands fhall cry in their , 


deſolate houſes, and dragons in their pleaſant palaces : 17 
her time is near to come, and her days ſhall nat be 61 
prolonged.* Now though all this was ſome hundreds * 
of years in fulfilling, yet to ſhow how trivial any 8 


ſpace of time is, where all her ſplendor and mag- 
nificence has been deſcribed in the moſt pompous l. 
manner, it is ſaid, in one hour is ſhe made deji- 


late. Yes, ſo it will be faid in a very ſhort time _ 
of every thing here under the ſun; all like rivers - 
haſtening to the great ocean of eternity. The angel , 

l 
Re 
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which lands upon the earth and the ſea, will lift up 
his hand, and ſwear by him that liuveth for ever and 
ver, TIMESHALL BE NO LONGER.* Now ye time- 
killers, ye triflers of the world, ye witlings of our-day, 
ye half-thinkers, what can ye ſay to all this? Is it true? 
s it rational? Can you deny it? Suffer yourſelves to 
think a little, as well as jeſt, droll, laugh, dance and 
deſpiſe both God and man. 

4. THe uncertainty of time is a very alarming 
conſideration, We are certain of nothing herein, 
except the preſent moment, and indeed ſcarcely that. 
Hence every thing of importance is preſſed upon us 
now. To day, if ye will hear my voice, harden 
not your hearts. For behold, now is the accepted 
time, behold now is the day of ſalvation. For as in 
the days of Noah, ſo fſhail it be in the days of the Son 
if Han. Notwithſtanding they were awfully warned, 
yet, being genuine PFree-thinkers, they were eating 
and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, till 
the day that Noah entered into the ark, and knew not, 
and, indeed, cared not, until ihe fload came and took 
them all away ; ſo ſhall it be in ihe day: of the Son 
Han. f In the ſame free-thinking, or rather un- 
thinking ſtate, we find the ſtupid inhabitants of Sodom 
and Jomorrah; they did eat and drink, they bought, 
they fold, they planted, they builded, quite careleſs 
and pitifully ſecure, promiſing themſelves. a long 
leaſe of ſenſual gratifications, and eſpecially on the 
ata] morning when the ſun roſe with his uſual ſplen- 
dor; but no ſooner was Lot eſcaped, but it rained fire 
and brimſtone from heaven and deſtroyed them all. t 
ln the ſame pleaſing dream we find the rich foot 
lacing himſelf in his abundance, and finging a 
wretched requiem to his lufts, $-2/, thou bat much 
guds laid up for MANY YEARS; take thine caſe, 
eat, drink and be merry. But what is the anſwer 
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of God? Than foil ! this night hall thy foul be re-, 
quired of thee.* In this dreadful deluſion how many ; 
are crying peace and ſafety when ſudden deſtruction a 
cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with * 
child, and they ſhall not eſcape; and, like Bel. 
Hag gam, funk in ſenſuality and diſſipation, though . 
weighed in the balance and found wanting.+ Let 0 
every ſoul here take that wiſe, that ſolemn adviceF , 
Be ge aifo ready; for in ſuch an hour as ye think . 
not, tne Son of Man cometh. 

5. BE diligent then in every means of grace 


No end can be attained without the uſe of prope C 
means. In common life, and among people « be 
common underſtandings, we find this rule is proper . 
ly attended unto. he hutbandman well know,. 
It is in vain to expect a crop, in harveſt, wit! * 
out cultivating his land; ſo in like manner ting 
tradeſman, the ſoldier, the ſailor, as well as t Ps 
ſcholar. All theſe know the means are the prop W 
way to the end, Nay, in many brutes there appez 0 | 
ſomething of the ſame conſiſtency, as if they h: 1 
ſome end in view by ſeveral departments in whi ola, 
they act in life. 35 it muſt be in the chriſt * 
avocation. As it is the duty of ſome men to preagy | 
it is the duty of others to hear; and as the 'Thro _s 
of Grace is acceſſable, every one is called to dr 
near; and as the bible 1s before us, we are called ) Tis 
Search the Scriptures; and it is the felicity of f th 
proteſtant countries to have the bible in their 0 u i 
tongue, ſo the bleſſed volume is expoſed to es "thy 
one. Social prayer and chriſtian converſation . 
great privileges, and in the days of old were accept "BY 
to God, and profitable to mankind; for they re 

feared the Lord ſpake often one to another; and wy f. 
Lord hearkened and heard them, and ſaid, they. ted 

he mine, in that day when I make up my jewels. 1 8 

a man may go through all theſe means, and be i * 

* Luke Xii, 13, 20.— 1 Dan. v. John v. 39 8 of 
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cſs, becauſe he may truſt in them; but he cannot be 
fruitful if he neglect them; as he who tills his land 
may ſometimes miſs his end; but *tis in vaia for 
him to expect a crop who tills it not. 

6. Bur, as of ourſelves we can do nothing, there 
3 continual need of that gracious ſpirit, whoſe office 
to guide into all truth, and who is to help our in- 
frmities with groanings unutterable ; to ſtrengthen 
us with might in the inner man; to be a conſtant 
comforter to weary pilgrims in this dark abode. 
What is all knowledge, or what are all reſolutions 
without this heavenly gueſt? All ſyſtems of do-trines, 
be they ever ſo clear; all outward forms, be they 
erer ſo ſpecious; all modes of church government, 
be they ever ſo apoſtolical, without this heavenly 
paraclete, are like a body without a foul; mere dead 
mages, being wholly deſtitute of ſpirit and life. 
in molt national churches, what is called religion, 
las aſſumed a parade and tate utterly unknown to the 
poſtolical ages, not only the formalities of different 
garments and habits, but in the pomp of creeds, ar- 
icles and ſyſtems, too frequently enforced with no 
mall tyranny; affecting ſomething of a worldly king- 
dom, which he, who came in the form of a ſervant, 
tterly diſclaimed. Nor is this the cafe with national 
hurches only, but others alſo; as ſoon as they begin 
0 lift up their heads a little, eaſily aſſume ſomething 
the ſame ſwelling pomp, as this nation can teſ- 
ty in different parts. Even in theſe the myſtery of 
uquity doth already begin to work, and if it were 
acked with human power, with national authority, 
fear ſweet LigzRTY oF CONSCIENCE muſt on 
ire. Power is a bewitching thing, and there are 
ry few of the human race with whom it can be en- 
ſed. O may our hearts be truly influenced with 
at ſpirit of wiſdom which is from above, which ts 
pure, then peaceable, gentle, caſy to be entreatcd, 
MH mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and 
ithaut hypocriſy. 
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This would put to ſilence the ignorance of fooliſh 
men, and would ſtop the mouths of our half- thinking 
infidels more than all the abſtract reaſoning in the 
world. Indeed the moſt acute form of words e\ a po- 

rates into empty air; but the ſpirit and mind of Jeſus 
is like Mount Zion, which can never be moved, but 
Nandeth faſt for ever. "The letter killeth, but the 
ſpirit giveth life. Jis the ſpiritual worthipper that 
is truly pleaſing to God; for ſuch alone can worſhip 
in ſpirit and truth. 

Having now diſpatched, hat I apprehend to be, the 
doctrine contained in the text; permit me to make a 
reflection or two from what has been ſaid : If the 
great concerns of eternity, the everlaſting welfare of 
body and foul depend upon the ſhort and uncertain 
pace of time; is there any time for vain amuſe- 
ments, empty, not to ſay, finfa] recreations, and all 
the ſoul deſtroy mg vanities which the wit of man has 
invented to kill precious time, and to diſhonour our 
maker and haſten our eternal ruin: O, no! the 
language of reaſon, of common ſenſe, of the bible, 
and of God himſelf is, To day F ye will hear his voice, 
Harden not your hearts. Thy tarrieft thou, arije, 
waſh away thy fins, calling upon the name of the Lond. 
Seek the Lord while he may be found, call ye upon him 
«while he 15 near. Awake, therefore, thou that ſlecpeſ, 
ang Chriſt ſhall give thee life. 

Did our bleſſed Lord give any ſuch liberty of 
deſtroying time as ſome plead? Did he leave any ſuch 
example in his life? And are we become wiſer than 
he? or can we trace out a ſafer path than that in 
which he walked ? Does his plan admit of any im- 
provement? Are not all his works compleat ? and 
were not his life and doctrine ſo too? The miſ— 
fortune is, the generation. of triflers, who murder 
and abuſe the ſcriptures, pay very 1: tle attention to 
either the life or teaching of their incarnate maker; 
in fact, they ſay to the Almighty, Depar FJ on us; fir 


we 22 not the knowledoe of thy ways, 2 1 
uch 
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fuch inſulters of God know, that yet a little While 
and abuſed mercy will retort their own language upon 
themſelves in awful majeſty, more terrible than that 
which ſhook Mount Sinai, where he will ſpeok to 
them in his wrath, and viſit them in his fore diſ- 
pleaſure, ſaying, Depart ye curſed into everlaſting ſire, 
prepared for the devil and his angels. 

3. I look upon two circumſtances in our land, 
as the very ſinks of the preſent infidelity, to wit, the 
entertainment of the ſtage, and ungodly preachers: 
The former of theſe, taking oft and mimicking every 
character, the ſacred majeſty of heaven and earth, 
has not been ſpared by thoſe infamous wretehes, 
whom our laws juſtly call vagrants. If we look a 
litttle into hiſtory, we may eaſily obſerve a nation 
has been nearly ſettling to its dregs, when the vermin 
of the playhouſe have been encouraged to crawl about 
and ſwarm in ſuch abundance as it does at preſent in 
England. "The Greek and Roman hiſtories are 
dreadful inſtances hereof. Their courage, ſucceſs, 
conqueſts; their truth and juſtice, probity and up- 
rightneſs, all like the ſnuff of a dying taper, were 
expiring before the rubbiſh of the itage was fo much 
encouraged, | 

In ſhort, by that human inſult, that devourer of 
time, and every thing which is ferious and ſacred, 
truth is turned into fiction, and fi-tion is mad to 
paſs for truth; yea the very truth of God is turnec 
into a lie. Now it is truly lamentable that all this 
atheiſtical trumpery is ſo much encouraged from the 
higheſt character in the land to ihe loweſt. No 
wonder that infidelity overſpreads the land like a deſ- 
tructive inundation. 

But if the players have ſlain their thouſands, un- 
holy miniſters have ſlain their tens of thouſands; 
for there are many poor, obſcure villages where the 
locuſts of the theatre don't come; it does not ſuit 
tzem ; people have neither time nor money; but 
in every parith, at leaſt, there is what is called a 
| B 3 church, 
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church, and conſequently a prieſt : but alas, how 
much worſe would it be for the poor ignorant peo- 
ple if they had neither the one nor the other? Ig- 
norant they are, and ignorant they could but be. 
As the matter is, they hear little to do them good, 
but ſee much to do them immenſe harm. 

If the Rector, or Vicar, is a man of farming, 
how does he diſpoſe of himſelf? Does he expend his 
time and wealth in doing good, in ſeeking after the 
loſt, in helping the weak and the needy ? Is he eyes 
to them that are blind, and feet to them that are lame? 
Does the bleſſing of him that was ready to periſh, 
come upon him, and does he cauſe the widows 
heart to ſing for joy? * Is he ſtudying to ſhew him- 
ſelf approved unto God, a workman that need not 
be aſhamed ? Is he inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſea- 
ſon, not counting his life dear to him fo that he may 


but finiſh his courſe with joy? Does he travail in 


birth with his pariſhioners, till Chriſt is formed in 
them? Ah, no: What does he do? he engages a 
poor hireling to do duty, as it is called, that is, 
read prayers, marry, bury the dead, pr each once in 
the week, and conſecrate and difiribute bread and 
wine. In the mean time he, who has tlie charge of 
many thouſands, is aſſociating with the firſt-rate gen- 
tlemen, being an ample partaker in their fins ; he is 
with them among the hounds, at the tavern, the 
gaming table, the race-courſe, the playhouſe, or 
perhaps I might ſay, at the - Mean- 
while he hears them ſwear, and I dare not ſay that 
he never ſwears. or blaſphemes himſelf; he keeps 
them company in their midnight revels, and conſe- 
quently revels with them: Thus he watches over 
the flock for whom Chriſt died. . 

But what is the poor curate doing ? Well, while 
his maſter 1s keeping the great ſinners in counte- 
nance, he is doing the ſame among the poor ruſticks. 


Job xxix. 


He 
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He has neither. fortune nor family to entitle him to 
the company of the Fſquire or the Paronet ; there- 
fore he muſ be content to take up with the company 
at the Clerk's houſe, namely, the fingers, the ringers, 
or the poor churchwardens. V+ ith theſe he is ve 
jovial, hears them ſing many a merry catch, laughs 
heartily ; at a late hour they make a ſhift to ſtagger 
home, and tumble into bed. 'I hus, in general, the 
goſpel is preached, and thus poor finners are warned 
to flee from the wrath to come, or rather by theſe 
methods, and various others, are hardencd in their 
fins; in the mean time, at whoſe hands ſhall their 
blood be required? Doubtleſs at the watchman's. 
Shall I not viſit for theſe things ſaith the Lord? and 
ſhall not my ſoul be avenged on ſuch a nation. Such 
a ſet of preachers, and ſuch a ſet of hearers as have 
zen deſcribed :* - Thus, I ſay, theſe are the two 


great 


* Some thought, at the time of hearing the ſermon, 
that I was too ſevere upon the clergy, that many of the 
expreſſions were too ſtrong, If there were none, or 
bur a few which bore the deſcription given, I Hould 
think ſo too; but alas! I fear it is too general a caſe. 
{ highly eſteem a genuine Miniſter of Chriſt, let his 
name or denomination be what it will ; but as for thoſe 
whoſe lives are ſuch as are deſcribed, can any thing be 
too ſevere? The more ſacred any man's character is, 
if his lie is a diſgrace to his profeſſion, the more vile 
he is. If we conſult the oracles of God, we hall find 
ſuch men in a very awful ſituation, and their characters 
zre drawn at full length in frightful colours. Take a 
few paſſages inſtead of many. Hi watchmen are blind: 
they are all ignorant, they are all dumb dons, they canuvt bark; 
ſleeping, ling down, lowing to lumber, Yea, they are greedy 
dogs which can never have enough, and they are \5:pherds 
that cannot underfland : they all look to their own way, every 
ome for his gain from his quarter, Come ye, ſay they I will 
fetch wine, and we «vill fill ourſelves with firong drink, and 
w-morrow ſhall be as this day, and much more abundani,* 
The prophets ſhall become wind, and the word is not. 
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great inlets of the preſent infidelity. Nor do I mean 
only the miniſters of the eſtabliſhment, but of every 
other denomination, who live in the fame manner; 
for, 1 fear, among many of the dijtenters the caſe is 
not much better. We ſee among them a ſet of fine 
gentlemen, riſen out of poor lads, who pay very 
little attention to the painful work of the miniſtry. 
If they run not to the fame exceſſes of riot with 
thoſe, it is ſometimes for want of ability, or for fear 
of the diſpleaſure of ſome in their flocks. Uther- 
wiſe, we find many among them will engege among 
the faſhionable amufemenits, ſuch as cards, plays, 
aſſemblies, and the like, places which goſpel mini{- 
ters have no buſineſs to frequent, ſeeing in ſo doing 
they are miſerable examples to the Rock. 

Upon the whole, the end of our creation and of 
our redemption, 1s to glorify God upon earih, and 
to be ready whenever he {ſhall call us hence, and for 
theſe valuable, ends he hath granted us times and 
ſeaſons. And ſure Jam, a nature fo fallen, a world 
fo crowded with difticultics, a ſett of infernal ene- 
mies fo buſy, fo intent upon the eternal deſtruction 


in them.* A wonderful and horrible thing 1s com- 
mitted in the land. The prophets prophecy fallely, 
and the prieſts bear rule by their means. * Look over 
the 34th chap of Ezekiel, and ſee what God ſays to 
the unholy miniſters of that day. What ſays our 
Lord? Beware of jalje prophets, which crme 1: yin in ſheep's 
eloathino, but inwardly they arr rawening awvo'wer, Ye ſhall 
know them by their fruits, f It would be an eaſy matter to 
multiply quotations of this ſart, all which abundantly 
juſtify any thing ſaid in the ſermon. Nor do I confine 
the cenſure to the clergy of the eſtabliſa ment, though 
by far the moſt culpable, but to preachers of every de- 
nomination ; if the charge falls upon any of the name 
of Methodiſts, I look upon them to be the moſt guilty 
of all men. In ſhort, whoever anſwers the deſcrip— 
tion which is given, let him take ſhame to himſelf, and 
amend before iniquity becomes his ruin, 


* Jer, v. 13.— 1 yer, 30, 31, 1 Matt. vii. 15, 16. ö 
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the human race, will leave us no time for the follies 
of the age—O no 


« Be this my one great buſineſs here, 
&« With ſerious induſtry and fear, 
« My future bliſs to enfure : 
« Thme utmoſt counſel to fulſil, 
« And ſuffer all thy righteous will, 
« And to the end endure,” 


Can our calling and election be made too ſure ? 
Can our evidence for eternal life be made too clear? 
Can the lamp of a believer thine too bright ? Can he 
be too holy? or can he be too much like his cruct- 
hed Lord? In a word, Can he have too much of 
heaven and happinefs in his own foul? No, he can- 
not. Who then would not run for ſuch a prize ? 
Who would not fight for ſuch a crown, a crown of 
righteouſneſs which fadeth not away? A land of 
pure delight, where the inhabitants ſhall no more 
ſay, I am ſich; where the Lamb leadeth them to 


fountains of living water, and God wipes all their 
tears away | 


POSTECHTEPT 


* T any conſiderate mind refle?, ſeriouſly, 
what we are called unto, according to what is 
laid down in the foregoing ſermon, and he will find 
little time, and leſs inclination, to ſquander away 
his precious moments in faſhionable follies and 
empty paſtimes, which are uſually in vogue. How 
many, while in health, have pleaded a time for all 

things? and when they have met death full in the 
front, they have changed their note. Ihe famous 
Earl of Rocheſter, who had pleaded the libertine's 
cauſe with too great ſucceſs, would gladly have called 
back his miſpent moments, as well as his liceatious 
writings ; but it was too late, the ſentence was gone, 
and could not be recalled ; he had juſt time to aſk 


for that mercy which he had ſo long rejected, and to 


give a fair warning to the gay tribe of infidels which 

he had left behind him. | 
In like manner, how awfully does the infidel, 
which Dr. Young attended, bemoan the loſs of 
precious time * ! he night on which he died, hear- 
ing the clock ſtrike, he cried out with vehemence, 
« O time, time | how doſt thou pierce thy murderer 
to the heart! How art thou gone for ever! O fora 
month ! a fingle week ! I aſk not for years, though 
an age is too little for the much | have to do.” I 
have attended many upon their death-beds, and not 
a few have preatly lamented their trifling away the 
ſacred moments; and their conſciences have ſmote 
them ſeverely for the abuſe of time. Every good 
writer takes notice of the valuableneſs of time. I he 
caſe of Eſau is very awfully referred to by the apoſtle, 
who could not recover the loſt time and the loſt 
bleſſing, 
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bleſſing, though he ſought it carefully with tears. 
Hence the ſame apoſtle ſays, /Yalk circumſpectly, not 
as fools, but as wiſe; redeeming the time; literally buy- 
ing up the opportunity, alluding to a fair or market, 
where the different articles are expoſed, and they 
who want thera muſt buy up that opportunity, and 
take them while the ſeaſon is. 


TIME, like an ever-rolling ſtream, 
Bears all its ſons away; 

They fly forgotten, as a dream 
Dies at the opening day. 


Infinite joy or endleſs woe, 
Depends on every breath; 

And yet how unconcern'd we go, 
Upon the brink of death, 


Waken, O Lord, our drowſy ſenſe, 
To walk this dangerous road; 
And if our fouls are hurried hence, 


May they be found with God. 
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